DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN      [1820

OXTDAY

'ances came down to breakfast this morning in her
issian costume. Poor mamma's face was a study in
Uglon. She could not utter at first, so father stepped
tlxe breach, saying, "How lovely you look, and where
i all this finery come from ?" He knew nothing of it
h.e has not been at the Embassy. By this time mamma
d recovered her speech. I saw the storm coming.
JVances, have you forgotten that it is the Lord's Day ?
> to your room and pray for forgiveness." I left the
>m; so did father.

>VEMBEK 1820

ned at the Spanish Embassy. The Papal nuncio was
jsent. All ladies in high waists. It seems it is not
qiiette for ladies to be decollete when he is present,
je~pting at Court. Madame S. embarrasses me at times;
eel hot all over, as I am quite certain people must see
w she looks at me. Mamma was very fine in red
.vet. Her skin is so deadly white and fine that she
uld be noticed anywhere; I was very proud of her.
ter the nuncio retired some Spanish dances were danced
lutlfully. Such a strange custom! When the nuncio
ived he was preceded by two footmen walking back-
rds holding silver candelabra with lighted candles;
> same thing was repeated when he retired. I noticed
looked astonished when mamma did not kiss his ring.
was afterwards explained to him that she was a
>testant. Driving home, father laughingly teased her
>uit it, saying she should have done so. "No such
DCLmery for me/' she said. We found Frances had
h. fever. A doctor was sent for and fears it is scarlet
er; he says he cannot be certain until to-morrow,
tliere is no rash as yet.

171 absurd, as the original manuscript
